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RE: Update to the 2019 Cultural Resources Investigation for the MV Cactus 9 Cactus and Nason
Project in Riverside County, California

Greetings,

At your request, ECORP Consulting, Inc. conducted an update to the 2019 cultural resources investigation
for MV Cactus 9 Cactus and Nason Project in the City of Moreno Valley. For this update, ECORP
conducted a field visit to check for any changes in ground conditions since the 2019 survey, requested an
updated Sacred Lands File search with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), and submitted
a records search request of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) at the Eastern
Information Center (EIC) located at University of California, Riverside.

The purpose of the records search update was to identify the locations and extent of previous surveys
conducted within 1 mile of the Project Area since 2019 and to determine if any additional cultural
resources (i.e., pre-contact [prehistoric] or historic archaeological sites or historic-period features) have
been recorded in or near the Project Area since the 2019 investigation, which may inform the sensitivity of
the Project Area to yield archaeological sites during ground disturbing activities. At the time of this
writing, ECORP is still awaiting the results of the CHRIS records search from the EIC, which ECORP
requested on December 22, 2022. Therefore, for the purpose of this update, ECORP will rely on the
records search results from the 2019 investigation. These results are still considered current under existing
professional standards as these results were received less than 5 years ago. ECORP will forward a summary
of any substantial change in the number of studies and/or recorded results within the Project vicinity to
the Client upon receiving the CHRIS records search results from the EIC.

Figure 1 shows the boundaries of the area subject to the EIC records search request. The purpose of this
report is to provide information to the agencies regarding the efforts to date on identifying cultural
resources within the Proposed Project Area. The purpose of the field check was to identify any cultural
resources that may have been missed during previous investigations and to determine if ground
conditions have significantly changed since the 2019 pedestrian survey. ECORP has prepared this cultural
resources technical memorandum with documentation of the methods of the field visit, the CHRIS records
search request, and the Sacred Lands File search.

2019-146. MV Cactus 9 Cactus and Nason
2525 Warren Drive e Rocklin, CA 95677 e Tel: (916) 782-9100 e Fax: (916) 782-9134 e www.ecorpconsulting.com




L e LT
—

K

b=

Location: N:\2019\2019-146 Tech Studies for Cactus\MAPS\Location_Vicinity\Cactus_LnV_v1.mxd ()-trotellini 3/21/2023

[® Longitude (NAD83): -117.190368°

Watershed: San Jacinto (#18070202)

e ' | b
D Project Area - 8.51 Acres I’===§'
e = I
Riverside County, California 7
§#15, T.#03S, R.#03W, SBBM -
Latitude (NAD83):  33.911173° 4

9 Scale in Feet

0 1,000 2,000

Sunnymead, CA (1978)
CA 7.5-minute Topographic Quadrangle
US Geological Survey

W WS-SR

N\, 7

Map Date: 11/15/2022
Sources: ESRI

ﬁ ECORP Consulting, Inc.
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS

Figure 1. Project Location and Vicinity
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS

The Client proposes to construct a commercial development on an 8.51-acre parcel in the City of
Moreno Valley. The Project Area is located northeast of the intersection of Nason Street and Cactus Avenue,
at an elevation of approximately 1,550 feet above mean sea level. As shown on the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute, Sunnymead, California topographic quadrangle map, 1978, the
Project Area lies within Section 15, Township 3 South, Range 3 West, of the San Bernardino Base
and Meridian (Figure 1).

The Project Area or Area of Potential Effects (APE) consists of the horizontal and vertical limits of a project
and includes the area within which significant impacts or adverse effects to Historical Resources
or Historic Properties could occur as a result of the project. The APE is defined for projects
subject to regulations implementing Section 106 (federal law and regulations). For projects subject to
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review, the term Project Area is used rather than APE. The
terms Project Area and APE are used interchangeably in this document.

The horizontal APE consists of all areas where activities associated with the Project are proposed and, in
the case of this Project, equals the APE subject to environmental review. This includes areas proposed for
construction, placement of fill material, staging, and other elements described in the official Project
description. The horizontal APE consists of 8.4 acres (Figure 1).

The vertical APE is described as the maximum depth below the surface to which excavations for Project
infrastructure for residential development is proposed to occur. Therefore, the vertical APE includes
all subsurface areas where archaeological deposits could be affected. Ground disturbance of up to 12 feet
below the surface may be necessary to install infrastructure on the property.

The vertical APE is also described as the maximum height of infrastructure and buildings that could
impact the physical integrity and integrity of setting of cultural resources, including districts, historic
viewsheds, and traditional cultural properties. For this Project, the above-surface vertical APE is up to 50
feet above the surface, the maximum height of new buildings and structures.

REGULATORY CONTEXT

This cultural resources investigation update was conducted to contribute to the provisions for the
identification of cultural resources contained within Section 106 of the NHPA (54 U.S. Code [USC] Section
300101) and its regulations (36 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 800), and in CEQA (Public Resources
Code [PRC] Section 21000 et seq.) to meet the regulatory requirements of this Project. The goal of
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and CEQA is to develop and maintain a high-quality
environment that serves to identify the significant environmental effects of the actions of a proposed
project and to either avoid or mitigate those significant effects where feasible. The NHPA pertains to
projects that entail some degree of federal funding or permit approval. CEQA pertains to all proposed
projects that require state or local government agency discretionary approval, including the enactment of
zoning ordinances, the issuance of conditional use permits, and the approval of development project
maps. No CEQA review is required for this Project.
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The NHPA and CEQA (Title 54 U.S. Code [USC] Section 100101 et seq. and Title 14, California Code of
Regulations [CCR], Article 5, § 15064.5) apply to cultural resources of the historical and pre contact
(prehistoric) periods. Any project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a cultural resource, either directly or indirectly, is a project that may have a significant
effect on the environment. As a result, such a project would require avoidance or mitigation of impacts to
those affected resources. Significant cultural resources must meet at least one of four criteria that define
eligibility for listing on either the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP; 3
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